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Introduction 
 
 
This report is part of a series of historical studies1 undertaken in connection with the 
proposed redesign of Concord’s Main Street from the southern intersection with Storrs 
Street to the northern intersection with Storrs Street, a distance of approximately 4,800’. 
Known as the Concord Downtown Complete Streets Improvement Project (NHDOT 
23717), it is funded through a TIGER grant from the USDOT. The goals of the project 
include pedestrian access improvements, better accessibility and visibility for businesses, 
improved aesthetics and traffic improvements. 
 
Downtown Concord is an historic district listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. A portion of the listed Concord Civic District also falls within the project area, as 
do a number of individually listed properties. (See list of National Register properties on 
page 20.) 
 
It has been sixty years since Main Street was last reconstructed, a project that affected its 
length from Water to Bouton streets and was undertaken in 1953-54. While that project 
met a number of objectives dictated by then-current needs and practices, it retained the 
character of Main Street. It is intended that the current project accomplish the same 
objective: update Main Street while acknowledging and respecting its historic character. 
 
The purpose of this report is to present a historical context for Main Street’s evolution, 
particularly with respect to the street’s physical features and infrastructure over a period 
of close to 300 years. The developed context will then provide a framework and reference 
point for the current project to inform design decisions. While the report envelops the 
entire length of Main Street, the focus is on the section that will be affected by the current 
project. 
 
The first part of the report offers a chronological history of Main Street’s evolution from 
its original plan and settlement in 1726-27 to present day. The second part is a 
photographic essay that analyzes a wide range of physical features, such as paving 
materials, automobile accommodations and light fixtures, that have characterized the 
street over the years. It documents how the street’s appearance has changed since the 
mid-19th century. 
 
Data for the report came from a variety of sources, including published local histories; 
historic maps, plans and photographs; city annual and planning reports; and historic 
inventory and National Register of Historic Places forms.   

                                                
1 The other studies include an inventory of existing historic features within the project area and inventory 
forms for the historic properties within the project area that had not yet been surveyed. All of these forms 
and reports will be on file in Concord’s City Hall, as well as at the New Hampshire Division of Historical 
Resources. 
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A Chronological History of Main Street 
 

Early Years 
Main Street (though unnamed) appeared on Concord’s first plan, prepared in May 1726 
by surveyors tasked with locating and laying out a new settlement on the Merrimack 
River. Once on site, however, they encountered the obstacles of flooded intervales and 
bluffs, forcing them to place house lots on a flat plateau above and west of the river, 
supplemented with field or tillage lots in the flood plain below. The street was laid out 
from Horse Shoe Pond2 on the north to West Street3 on the south, a distance of slightly 
more than 465 rods or just under 1½ miles.  It was given the extraordinary width of ten 
rods, or 165 feet.4  
 
Along each side of the street were sixty-eight house lots of approximately 1½ acres and 
fairly evenly divided between the east and west sides of the street. Those on the east side 
were part of the First Range, while those on the west were in the Second Range.5 Each 
house lot was accompanied by a six-acre field lot that lay to the east and north in the 
intervale of the Merrimack River. 
 
Main Street was not entirely straight: it had two crooks at near-equal intervals. The 
crooks remain today, one between Pitman and Montgomery Street, which originally 
intersected North Main, and the other at Fayette Street. It is thought that changes in the 
terrain necessitated these bends.6  
 
Three small brooks crossed the street, draining the low land to the west. West’s Brook 
crossed at Chapel Street, Tan Yard Brook near the former head of Montgomery Street, 
and an unnamed brook at Freight Street. Over the years, the brooks were channeled well 
below the street surface; the northern two still coursed in 1900. 

                                                
2 Horse Shoe Pond was an oxbow as early as 1726. It encircled Horse Shoe Island on which were ten field 
lots. 
3 At that time, the foot of Main Street was the brow of a hill that overlooked the river. Main Street was not 
continued farther south until 1806. 
4 Despite this width, Main Street could not be called grand. It was an unimproved route that, as late as the 
1820s, was not useable in its entirety. (Lyford, 1903: 625) 
5 There was also a Third Range of eleven house lots fronting on the west side of North State Street, from 
Horse Shoe Pond south to Washington Street. Today’s width of North State Street just above Franklin 
Street reflects its original ten-rod width—the same width Main Street originally was. When, nearly a 
century later, State Street was extended south of Franklin, it was only three rods wide. (Bouton, 1856: 121) 
6 Lyford: 43. 
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The block house on the corner of Main and Chapel streets was probably the first building 
within the new town. Erected in 1726-27, it was made of logs, as there was no sawmill at 
the time, and served as meetinghouse, town house, schoolhouse and garrison.7 
 
In 1785 a committee was appointed to survey the full length of Main Street (which still 
ended at West Street) in order to define its limits. Since the original layout, the ten-rod 
width had been encroached upon on both sides, as early settlers were allowed to advance 
two rods, effectively reducing the road’s width to six rods. Even that width was not 
consistent, as some advanced more and some less. The committee’s charge was to 
undertake a thorough survey and formalize the road’s permanent course and width at a 
consistent six rods, or ninety-nine feet.8 
                                                
7 Lyford: 54. 
8 Bouton: 295; Lyford: 43-44, 304. 

A Plan of the Lots in Penacook, as laid out 
by the original proprietors in 1726. 
Drawn by S.C. Badger.  
 
This original plan for Main Street located house 
lots on either side of the road and placed the 
larger field lots in the intervale. Note the 
squares indicating locations of the six garrisons. 
The two crooks at Montgomery and Fayette 
streets that still characterize Main Street were 
part of this original layout.	  
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Main Street, 1798. This plan is the result of the survey 
started in 1785 but not completed until 1798. The plan 
shows a street lined with nine houses, five stores (both 
Waits’ and Manly on the west side were stores), four 
shops, and a printing office, barber’s shop and school 
house. The stones and a brick served as markers. A 
“great elm” at the northern of the two crooks was not 
only labeled, but charmingly drawn. One of the 
buildings, Judge Walker’s House at the far north, still 
stands at 276 North Main Street. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Well before 1800, Main Street was a busy thoroughfare and the heart of a “prosperous, 
enlightened community.” Sleighs and sleds traversed it in the winter. At other times of 
the year, the street had numerous horse or oxen-drawn wagons headed to seaport markets 
laden with produce or returning with merchandise. Nathaniel Bouton described the street 
as streaming with long trains of traffic on all days of the week. Some seventy or eighty 
houses lined its length, as well as taverns, stores and a wide variety of shops. All of the 
buildings were wooden; the first brick building on Main Street was not built until 1808. 
The average citizen traveled by horse or on foot as chaises were owned only by the most 
wealthy, and even basic wagons were few and far between. Bridges at either end of Main 
Street, both of which opened in 1795, brought increased traffic of all kinds. Laws passed 
in the early 1800s prohibiting first swine and later sheep from running at large on Main 
Street were intended to improve urban travel and Main Street’s image.9 
 
The Shift Southward 
During the 18th century, the business heart of Concord was in the so-called North End—
the northern end of Main Street, or north of Chapel Street. The multi-purpose town house 
stood in this section, as did the first post office. All this started to shift with the 

                                                
9 Lyford: 305-06, 308, 324-26. Bouton’s description was part of a Commemmorative Discourse delivered 
on March 23, 1865 and paraphrased in Lyford, p. 305. 
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construction of a new town house in 1790 to replace the meetinghouse. The new building 
was planned with the state legislature in mind: though the legislature was still migratory, 
indications pointed to Concord becoming the state capital, and the town wanted to 
encourage this move. It placed the town house on the site now occupied by the 
Merrimack County Court House. The southward shift of activity to the so-called South 
End was furthered when Concord’s first bank moved from quarters in the far north end of 
Main Street to a new building near the foot of Washington Street in 1826. Meanwhile, a 
rival second bank established itself in 1808 near Warren Street.10  
 
In 1808 Concord was designated the state capital, securing the community’s role as the 
heart of political and social life in New Hampshire. A spirited competition ensued 
between forces in the North and South ends regarding where the building should be 
placed. The winning site was in the South End where a two-acre lot on the west side of 
Main Street and claimed to be centrally located and easily accessed was selected. To 
ready the site, an existing house had to be relocated. After the State House was completed 
in 1819, its grounds were improved with a “very large and beautiful yard in front....with a 
wide and smooth gravel walk up to it” and a wooden fence.11 
 
The new State House became a magnet for future businesses and residences to locate in 
this section of Main Street. The post office relocated to the foot of School Street. After 
Concord was designated the shire town of the new Merrimack County in 1823, the town 
enlarged its town house to accommodate the needs of the county and thus keep it 
centrally located. In 1827, the famed Eagle Coffee House, one of the state’s finest hotels, 
rose opposite the State House. Two decades later, the arrival of the railroad and the 
placement of the depot a few blocks to the south finalized this shift. 
 
An Emerging Downtown 
Main Street was both a postal and stage route by 1800, but it was the opening of two 
turnpike routes, both of which terminated in Concord, that truly strengthened the town’s 
economic base. The state’s first turnpike, the First New Hampshire Turnpike, opened in 
1803, bringing traffic from Portsmouth to Concord. Its two terminuses were at either end 
of Main Street. The Londonderry Turnpike opened in 1806. It originated on the 
Massachusetts state line near Andover and terminated on South Main Street, at the 
juncture with West Street. Throughout the 19th century, this southern extension of South 
Main Street was known as Turnpike Street. Each of these routes brought trade, business 
and visitors to downtown Concord. 
 
The War of 1812 brought some commercial growth to Main Street. Some 500 soldiers 
were stationed in barracks at either end of Main Street, and troops passed through 
Concord. The Middlesex Canal in Massachusetts also brought added activity to Main 
                                                
10 Interestingly, both bank buildings survive, at 214 and 47 N. Main. The latter is the oldest structure in 
downtown Concord and is depicted in the 1966 photograph on page 14. 
11 Bouton: 364-65; Lyford: 351 (quoting an unnamed visitor to Concord shortly after the State House was 
completed).  Main Street buildings, usually houses, were frequently relocated in the 19th century to make 
room for new construction. Another example of relocation involved a house and a store that were on the 
site of the American House, a hotel erected on the northwest corner of Park Street in 1834. The house was 
pushed to the north, while the store moved west onto Park Street. 
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Street. Locally, the Concord Boating Company ran freight boats from Concord down the 
river and via the canal to Boston.12 
 

 
 
 

These two maps of Main Street, drawn for 
Lyford’s History of Concord (1903), depict how 
it would have appeared in 1827. The map above 
shows the length of North Main Street. While 
buildings were fairly evenly spread out along its 
length, those around the State House and to the 
south were nearly entirely commercial in nature. 
North of Washington Street residential and small 
shop buildings prevailed. 
 
The map at left covers South Main Street between 
the crook at Fayette Street and West Street. Note 
the absence of cross streets, as each farm 
extended west to South Street. Nearly all of the 
buildings were dwellings. The Butters Tavern 
(#18) was strategically placed at the terminus of 
both the Londonderry and First New Hampshire 
turnpikes. One building continues to stand today: 
the Sampson Bullard House (#10), now known as 
the Benjamin Kimball House and occupied by the 
Capitol Center for the Arts. 
 

                                                
12 Lyford: 615-16. 

N	   	  

N	   	  
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In 1834 Concord formally acknowledged it had a downtown. That March citizens 
authorized the selectmen to officially name the twenty-six streets within the “compact 
area” west of the Merrimack River. Until then, Main Street had been called “The Street” 
or “the centre road.” (Main Street was not divided into North Main and South Main until 
1881.)  
 
The arrival of the railroad in 1842 changed the face of local development and Main 
Street. Within a decade, the city’s population grew by 75 percent, a rate not surpassed 
until the 1980s. Nearly all of this growth occurred within the compact area, which 
gradually expanded westward from Main Street to absorb the increasing numbers. 
Concord became the northern hub of rail travel and the railroad industry, with more than 
100 daily passenger and freight trains by the late 19th century, major repair yards on the 
east side of Main Street, and an employee base of over 1,300 people.  
 
Infrastructure Improvements on Main Street 
In 1853, with a population of roughly 9,000 people, Concord incorporated itself as a city. 
Collaborating with the county, it replaced the town house in 1855-56 with a City Hall/ 
County Court House, the building that still serves as the county seat on North Main 
Street. 
 
The Concord Gas-Light Company was incorporated a few years before Concord became 
a city. By mid-1853 the company was ready to supply gas to customers in the compact 
part of the city. In 1854 approximately a dozen gas street lights were erected on Main and 
State streets. In coming years, the number steadily increased. Fixtures were typically 
located at street junctures. Initially, citizens were responsible for the expense, but the city 
soon established a gas precinct.13 
 
Befitting its new status as a city, Concord passed an ordinance mandating that sidewalks 
on Main Street should be eight feet wide (in contrast to those on other city streets where 
four-foot sidewalks were established). This was the first instance of decreeing sidewalk 
width. The ordinance also addressed appropriate grades. Prior to this, sidewalks were 
essentially non-existent. Inhabitants shared the streets with horses, cattle, wagons and 
carriages. In the late 1790s the town attempted to improve the lot of pedestrians by voting 
that sleighs driven on Sundays should stick to the east side of the street, leaving the 
middle to those on foot. (At least one minister reminded his congregation of the sleigh 
rule at the start of each winter season.)  In later years, a rough, plank sidewalk was built 
in front of one house with funds to assist with a particularly wet area. After the streets 
were named in 1834, gradual attention was paid to making the “side tracks worn by 
pedestrians” into regular walkways, but they remained unpaved for another thirty years. 
In 1867 Concord introduced concrete pavement for sidewalks and crosswalks (called 
street crossings) within the compact area of Main Street. By then, storefront canopies 
sheltered many sidewalks.14 
 

                                                
13 Lyford: 456-8. 
14 Lyford: 304-05, 394, 625. 
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In 1868 the mayor recommended macadamizing (crushed stone with cement binder) the 
streets. In 1878 alone, the city laid 5,730 square yards of concrete sidewalk, 2,000’ of 
edgestone (curb), 1,335 square yards of “granite pavement” (paving stones) on Main 
Street, and 1,400 square yards of “cobble paving” in the gutter of many streets. These 
improvements put Concord in the forefront among New England communities. To assist 
with macadamizing, the city acquired a stationary stone crusher in 1881, supplemented 
by a portable one in 1897. It also purchased a steam road roller that was first put in 
operation in 1895 on State Street.15 
 
In 1853, the city initiated a street sprinkling program as a means to control dust on Main 
Street between Bridge and Pleasant streets. The program ultimately expanded to include 
the most traveled streets. It was paid for through private subscription to help offset the 
expense of the teams of horses, apparatus and water. After 1892, the city created a 
taxable sprinkling precinct that eventually covered some twenty miles of streets, 
including Main Street.16 
 

 
Beginning in the 1850s, Concord sprinkled Main Street. Photographed ca. 1878 in front of the Eagle Hotel. 

Concord Public Library 
 

                                                
15 Lyford: 524-25 (quoting from 26th Annual Report, p. 28), 553, 625. 
16 Lyford: 461-2, 525, 554. 
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Downtown suffered major fires in 1851 and 1861. Flames whipped through many of the 
wooden business blocks, stores and houses on Main Street, decimating much of the 
streetscape.17 After each fire, the street was rebuilt with brick buildings, mostly 
commercial blocks. A number of these rebuilt structures still stand, though most have 
undergone remodeling over the years. Factories, warehouses and stables were located 
behind the commercial blocks on the east side of Main Street for proximity to the railroad 
and its yards. As the downtown rebuilt itself, residential construction shifted north and 
south of the business core, as well as to the streets fanning off to the west. Both North 
Main Street above Centre Street and the west side of South Main Street below Pleasant 
Street were lined with fashionable residences.  
 
During the Civil War, the Legislature deemed the State House inadequate. It made clear 
to the city that due to the various benefits afforded it by the presence of the Legislature, 
the city should contribute financially toward its enlargement. Otherwise, it would 
entertain bids from any town or city with sufficient railroad connections. The City of 
Manchester offered to pay up to $500,000 for a state house in its city. In response, the 
City of Concord had little choice but to pay to expand the existing building. It ended up 
paying not only for the expansion, but for a new street, Capitol Street, to provide a formal 
southern boundary to the State House lot. Following the state’s stipulation, Capitol Street 
was laid out in 1864 as a 52’ wide travel way.  
 
In May 1886 the city appropriated funds to light part of the city with electricity and 
authorized the mayor to purchase fifteen “arc lights.” Within two years, there were 17 
electric lights, as well as 187 gas lights.18 By the late 1890s there were 35 electric lights 
along Main Street and its vicinity, maintained by local merchants. The streets were lit 
until midnight. (Previously, when there were just gas lights, streets were lit from sunset 
until 11pm, unless there was moonlight, when the lights were generally not lit.) 
Concord’s mayor avowed he had “no hesitation in declaring Concord to be now one of 
the best lighted of cities.”19 
 
Circa 1880 Concord’s postmaster, following Boston’s example, installed two small mail 
boxes on Main Street, one on the corner of School Street and the other across from the 
Statesman Building (across from Depot Street). They were quite possibly the first in the 
state. The experiment was deemed an immediate success as a means of collecting mail. 
 
In the 19th century, most stretches of Main Street—as well as the city’s other streets—
were planted with shade trees, primarily elms, but rock maples and sycamores were also 
common. Writing in 1903, Joseph Walker bemoaned the complete loss of trees along 
Main Street in the core of downtown between Centre and Pleasant streets, indicating trees 
once shaded downtown. By contrast, both sides of the street to the north and south 

                                                
17 One downtown wooden commercial building remains, albeit much altered. It is the Phenix Hotel at 44-52 
North Main Street. Built in 1857 and originally five stories, it was stripped to a single story in 1954. Today 
occupied by CVS, the rusticated wooden siding is still visible on the Phenix Avenue side.  
18 The local gas and electric companies vied for the city light contracts until the former bought out the latter 
in 1889. (Lyford: 557) 
19 Lyford: 557 (quoting Mayor Woodworth in 1897), 606, 1376. 
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remained densely planted, placed on average every 40-49 feet, though Walker notes 
mature trees needed far more space to flourish.20 
 
Beginning in the mid-1880s, the State House became the nucleus of an enclave of civic 
buildings. Already the most prominent visual landmark downtown, given its elegant 
architecture, deep setback and groomed grounds, it was joined by the State Library, U.S. 
Post Office and Courthouse (now Legislative Office Building), New Hampshire 
Historical Society, new City Hall, State Armory (now Community Center) and, in the late 
1930s, State House Annex and Concord Public Library. Though none of these buildings 
fronted on Main Street, they did not turn their back on it by creating a new quadrangle 
around which to organize.  
 
The State House building and its grounds underwent a series of renovations and 
enlargements. The grounds were improved with an iron fence encircling its lot in 1864 
(replacing the wooden fence). In 1915, to complement a major (and final) alteration of 
the building, the iron fence was replaced with a dressed granite retaining wall. The 
granite memorial arch was dedicated in 1892, and the veterans memorial by the corner of 
Park and North Main streets in 1953. 
 
Streetcars on Main Street 
In April 1881 the Concord Horse Railroad, a privately financed company, ran its first car 
down Main Street. The system operated on a narrow-gauge (three-foot) railway with a 
horse-drawn car made in the Abbot-Downing Company shops on South Main Street. The 
route originated on South Main at West Street and ran north up the center of South and 
North Main streets to Bouton Street where it continued on to West Concord. In 1882 the 
track extended another 780’ south to the intersection of South Main (still called Turnpike 
Street south of West Street) and South State streets. In 1884 the line was extended south 
once again to reach the newly opened Margaret Pillsbury Hospital at Allison Street. In 
1891 a loop into the residential West End was created, which left Main Street at Pleasant.   
 
The first steam-powered car ran in April 1885. Five years later, the company began 
erecting poles to support an electrically operated trolley system that was fully operational 
by late November of 1890. The company’s new name, the Concord Street Railway, 
reflected the electrification.  
 
In 1902 a mile of dual-gauge track (a mix of narrow (3’) and standard (4’8½”) gauge) 
was laid on South Main Street south of Pleasant Street to allow interurban connections to 
Manchester, Nashua and beyond. In fact, one could soon travel from Concord to Boston 
entirely by streetcar. By then, railroad companies controlled much of the system. North 
Main Street acquired new, heavier rails in 1903. Streetcar service remained popular 

                                                
20 Lyford: 49-53. Walker offered no reason for the loss of downtown trees, but he did speculate that 
Concord’s custom of lining streets with shade trees probably came from the older Massachusetts towns 
from which the early settlers came—settlers who in turn were influenced by English parks and villages. 
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during the first two decades of the 20th century, but afterward slowly waned until 
discontinued altogether in 1933, replaced by buses and private autos.21 
 
Electric lights, the telegraph and an electrified streetcar system brought wires and poles to 
Main Street. Mayor Robinson described them thus in 1895: 
 

In a progressive city like ours, where a little forest of electrical wires is being 
reared through our business centers, blanketed with a rapidly thickening net-work 
of conflicting wires; with a growing electrical light plant in operation, a telephone 
system increasing in usefulness, an extending street railway, the lines of the 
telegraph companies and the various other wires, alive and dead, with which our 
streets are bestrung,--we certainly require the superintendence of an electrical 
expert, who can give to the subject such attention as the safety our people 
demands.22 
 

He was later more blunt, calling the system of “many poles and wires dangerous and 
unsightly.” As early as 1897 he suggested the wires be buried in conduits underground, 
but no action was taken by the city.23 
 
A different outlook was offered by Joseph B. Walker, who, in 1903, reflected of Main 
Street: 

Little dreamed they [the original surveyors], when establishing the lines of their 
main street upon which most of their dwellings were to stand, that it was to form a 
section of one of the great highways of travel from the Canadas to the sea, and 
become, in time, the chief avenue of the capital of a sovereign state, over which 
busy throngs and imposing pageants were to move; or that, within a few 
generations, science, coupled with inventive skill, would harness the lightning to 
palatial carriages to be moved thereby upon it continually and, quite likely, 
perpetually.24 

 
The Impact of the Automobile 
The automobile first appeared on Main Street in the 1910s, but did not begin to reshape 
its land use patterns until the 1920s. Both the east side of South Main and both sides of 
North Main streets beyond the downtown core took on a new persona with automobile 
dealerships, filling stations and repair garages replacing residences and small shops. 
Within the downtown core, automotive businesses were tucked off Main Street in alleys. 
 
Until bypassed by Interstate 93 in the mid-1950s, Main Street was on one of the state’s 
three trunk lines—state highways so designated in 1909 and that started at the 
Massachusetts border and joined above the White Mountains. Main Street was part of the 

                                                
21 Hengen, 1994: 7; Cummings, 1996: 5-32. Concord’s streetcar system is comprehensively described in 
Cummings’ excellent publication.  
22 Lyford: 558. 
23 Lyford: 558. 
24 Lyford: 47. 
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Daniel Webster Highway and brought motoring tourists through en route to points north, 
as well as local traffic. It was paved in the early 1920s.25 
 
By mid-century, automobile-related businesses were setting their buildings back from the 
sidewalk for parking or more gas pumps in front. Three new buildings on the west side of 
South Main Street—JFK Apartments (1964), NH Department of Employment Security 
(1958) and Capitol Paint building (1967)—boldly cut into the right-of-way slope to create 
at-grade entrances.  
 
Concord’s first parking meters were ready for use in October 1947. Additional “dual 
automatic” meters were installed downtown in 1948, bringing the total to 526 by the end 
of that year. The Police Department noted that while meters “were not the final solution 
to the parking problem, they greatly relieved the acuteness of this situation.”26  
 
The city contemplated constructing downtown parking lots by the early 1940s, but none 
were built until 1953. That year, two were constructed, one on North State Street and the 
other on Freight Street, each a block away from Main Street. The lots offered metered 
parking for 208 cars. Growing use of automobiles led two downtown banks to create 
drive-in banking in the late 1950s, though neither facility fronted on Main Street.27 
 
The 1953-54 Reconstruction Project  
By the late 1940s, traffic and parking along Main Street made it exceedingly difficult to 
navigate. Working with the State Highway Department, the city submitted an application 
to the federal government to add Main Street to a proposed system of federal-urban 
streets. If selected, federal funds would be available for major projects previously the sole 
responsibility of the city.28 Main Street was indeed selected and, through the Federal Aid 
Urban Project program, underwent its largest reconstruction project to date. Plans were 
approved in June 1953, and construction started in mid-July. By December 1953 the city 
reported the project was 70% complete. Final completion occurred on September 28, 
1954. The project area stretched from Manchester Street at the south end to Bouton Street 
at the north, a total of 9,000’. Along the entire length, the roadbed and sidewalks were 
torn up.29 
 

                                                
25 Perhaps the first mention of tar or asphalt paving in the city’s annual reports is in 1920 when the city 
applied a seal coat of tar on the trunk lines in cooperation with the State Highway Department. In 1922 
“coal tar concrete” was put on North Main Street’s gutters within the downtown area. The following year, 
“a modified asphalt top” was laid on the east side of South Main Street as part of improvements to trunk 
line roads. The year 1924 saw the same treatment for South Main Street below West Street, as well as 
between the streetcar tracks. In 1926 a small section of North Main Street was “resurfaced with asphalt.” 
26	  Concord Annual Reports, 1947: 33, 1948: 35, 78. The Police Department asserted that off-street parking 
lots were needed to fully address parking issues.	  
27 Concord Annual Report, 1953: 35. 
28	  Concord Annual Report, 1950: 13.	  
29 Information on the reconstruction project was derived from Concord Annual Reports, 1953 and 1954, 
and project plans on file in the city’s engineering department. Midway through, the entire estimated cost 
was $700,000.The interstate reached Concord in 1955. Within a few years, it continued further north. The 
rotary was removed in 1972 when the intersection was signalized. 
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A key purpose of the project was to improve parking and drainage along Main Street. To 
that end, South Main Street below Fayette was widened 4-5’, primarily on the west side 
to provide angled parking. The east side of South Main became parallel parking. Within 
the downtown core angled parking on both sides was maintained, while north of Centre 
Street it reverted to parallel spaces. Throughout the length of the project, work entailed 
rebuilding the roadbed to give it a crown, extensive “revisions” to the existing sewers, 
and a new storm water drainage system. South Main and upper North Main streets 
received new asphalt sidewalks. The downtown core acquired new concrete sidewalks 
only where needed.  
 

 
North Main Street, looking south in 1956 following completion of the reconstruction project. 

 
The greatest changes occurred on the west side of South Main Street, which was still 
lined with stately residences. The sidewalk, which was elevated well above the street 
grade and ran directly alongside the lawn curbs that edged the front lawns, was relocated 
to the sloping street lawn. The street lawn was regraded for the new sidewalk, and a 
concrete retaining wall, faced with granite block and topped with a granite capstone, was 
constructed to hold the embankment in place.30 Above this new wall the historic lawn 
curbs and granite entry steps remained, but a second set of concrete steps had to be cut 
into the granite-block wall to access the houses. Each of these flights was fitted out with 
iron pipe railings. The new sidewalks were covered with asphalt and ranged from 6-9’ 
wide. (The narrower width was typically on the east side.) At the street edge, a double 
curb was installed to compensate for a lowered roadbed. The upper curb was of concrete, 

                                                
30 A similar retaining wall had already been built at the corner of Fayette Street in the 1930s. The new wall 
was a minimum of two feet, but quite higher in most sections. 
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while the lower was granite. This double curb was used on the west side of North Main 
Street between School and Pleasant.31 
 
The project coincided with Concord’s 100th anniversary of its city charter and final plans 
to extend Interstate 93 north of Massachusetts to Concord. At the highway’s terminus, the 
city constructed a rotary at the juncture of South Main and Water streets. To cap the 
project, the electric company installed new mercury street lights on concrete poles. 
 
The Modern Era: 1955-2010 
By mid-century, the east side of South Main Street had mostly commercial uses; below 
Concord Street, a few scattered houses remained. The downtown core was defined as 
between Fayette and Centre streets. North of Centre was a mix of commercial and 
residential use as far as Bouton Street, above which residential prevailed. 
 
The mid-century popularity of shopping strips and the arrival of one in Concord in the 
early 1960s to replace the railroad station pressured Main Street merchants and property 
owners to modernize their Main Street buildings. Some had already taken steps, reducing 
building heights or replacing their “old brick shell” altogether. Others hid facades behind 
sleek metal panels or partially infilled display windows.  
 

 
The “modernized” North Main Street, between Warren and School streets, in 1966. Concord Savings Bank 

demolished the four-story, 1880s National State Capital Bank building on the corner of Warren Street  
in 1956 and erected the new, sleeker, two-story building at left in its place. The middle building is the 
oldest downtown commercial block, a former bank building constructed in 1808. It was first updated  

with the addition of a third floor and Italianate details in 1869. The white aluminum panel, newly added 
when this photograph was taken, was a more recent effort to modernize the building.   

New Hampshire Historical Society 
 
In early 1964, the Chamber of Commerce requested that the city undertake a study of the 
central business district, noting that the downtown buildings needed renovation, 
                                                
31 A double curb was introduced north of Centre Street at this time, as well. It was removed ca. 1970 as part 
of the Urban Renewal project in this area. 
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particularly when compared to the newly opened, modern Capitol Shopping Center on 
the recently constructed “Baby Bypass” (Storrs Street).32 It was not long before the city, 
through its new Housing Authority, selected a fifteen-acre area around the North Main, 
Centre and Bridge street intersection as an urban renewal area. Over the next ten years, 
plans and work progressed. One outcome was a newly designed North Main/Bridge 
Street intersection with a realigned Centre Street.33 
 

 
View looking west showing the proposed realignment of Centre Street to meet a widened Bridge Street at 

North Main. The realignment, which necessitated removal of a number of buildings along North Main 
Street (see next photograph), was carried out in 1970 and explains the deep setback of the buildings along 

the north side of Centre Street as one approaches North Main Street.  
Photograph published in Concord Monitor & Patriot, January 21, 1967. 

 

                                                
32	  Storrs Street, designed to alleviate traffic along North Main Street, was constructed in segments. The 
northernmost section, which ran to Pleasant Street, was finished in 1962. By 1966 the road continued south 
to Chandler Street. The final leg was completed in the early 1970s.	  
33 For a comprehensive discussion of Concord’s Urban Renewal Program, see Concord Housing Authority: 
A History of Its Early Years, 1961-1974 (Hengen, 2008).  Another change to North Main Street brought 
about by the program was the discontinuation of Montgomery Street through to North Main.  
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West side of North Main Street, between Park and Centre, photographed in the 1960s. With the exception 
of the four-story Patriot Building on the corner of Park Street and shown at the far left, this “blighted” 

block of buildings was entirely removed to receive the realigned Centre Street.   
New Hampshire Historical Society 
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Traffic and pedestrian improvements continued with the city’s first mast-arm traffic 
signals at the new Centre-North Main-Bridge Street intersection. (At the time of the 
1953-54 project, downtown traffic lights were limited to the Bridge and Pleasant street 
intersections.) South Main and Perley was signalized in 1971, and Main and Pleasant 
streets received mast-arm signals in 1982.34 
 
In 1971 the Chamber of Commerce commissioned a study to improve downtown with its 
too many empty storefronts and buildings: new lights, trees, better signs and more 
benches were called for in a report completed by local architect Guy Wilson. A 
subsequent study not long after also suggested improved landscaping, sidewalks and 
signs, as well as pedestrian walks.  
 

                                                
34 Plans on file at Engineering Department, Concord City Hall. 

Aerial view taken ca. 1971 
looking west at the urban 
renewal. North Main Street 
runs across the lower portion 
of the photograph. Note the 
realigned Centre Street 
toward the right, now 
intersecting with Bridge 
Street at lower right.  
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Main Street, photographed in 1979 shortly before the first of several revitalization projects 

 undertaken in the 1980s.   
 
The final two decades brought a new focus downtown, one based on preservation rather 
than modernization. Ironically, it was the urban renewal program that initiated the shifted 
outlook. Concord’s program had a comparatively late start and allowed it to benefit from 
others’ mistakes, most notably total clearance of older building stock. By contrast, much 
of Concord’s program focused on rehabilitation. The newly enacted National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 assisted the efforts of those working to save the threatened 
Franklin Pierce House on Montgomery Street and in the middle of the urban renewal 
zone, and led to some federal funding to assist in its relocation at the head of North Main 
Street. 
 
In 1983 the city embarked upon the first phase of a Downtown Revitalization Program. It 
tucked a new parking garage into cleared space behind North Main Street between 
School and Warren. It constructed a number of ramped, bump-out nodes at key 
intersections, paving them with Z-block pavers and furnishing them with new benches, 
cobblestone planters and litter receptacles. The second phase followed three years later, 
adding additional nodes and reconstructing the downtown sidewalks with the concrete 
surfaces and outer edges of Z-, V- and W-block pavers that remain today.35 Two major 
downtown redevelopment projects in the mid-1980s affected the North Main streetscape: 
Capitol Plaza, which created an opening to access shops in the rear and the above-
mentioned parking garage, and Eagle Square, which also created a new opening in the 
streetscape that was framed by a sculpted, arched iron tree. 
 
                                                
35 Plans for the 1986 project identify the location of many “sensitive areas” where there were coal tunnels 
underneath the sidewalk. There is no visual indication of these spots today. 
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The first decade of the 21st century brought the first major changes in many years to the 
east side of South Main Street. Two century-old commercial blocks close by Pleasant 
Street came down for a new commercial building. More recently, industrial and 
automobile-era structures were removed for two adjacent commercial buildings, one still 
under construction. Together, these projects are expanding the downtown core to the 
south. 
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Main Street and the National Register of Historic Places  
 
 
The significance of Main Street in Concord’s history has been formally recognized 
through the designation of three districts and eight individually listed properties on the 
National Register Historic Places. One of the districts, the Concord Historic District, is 
also a locally designated historic district. 
 
Downtown Concord Historic District (2000) 
Concord Civic District (1983) 
Concord Historic District (1975); locally designated historic district (1967) 
Eagle Hotel, 110 North Main Street (1978)*  
New Hampshire Savings Bank Building, 97 North Main Street (1988)*  
Endicott Hotel, 1-3 South Main Street (1987)*  
Merrimack County Bank/Old Historical Society Building, 214 North Main Street (1980) 
Merrimack County Courthouse, 163 North Main Street (1979) 
Henry J. Crippen House, 189-191 North Main Street (1983) 
Farrington House, 30 South Main Street (1982) 
Franklin Pierce House, 52 South Main Street (1979; house burned in 1981) 
 
 * also within Downtown Concord Historic District 
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A Photographic History of Main Street’s Infrastructure  
 
 
Road Surface & Width 
For the first 140 years, Main Street was a dirt road. The first instance of improving its 
surface occurred in 1868 when the city began to macadamize its downtown streets and 
install granite curbing. A decade later it laid granite paving stones on Main Street within 
the core of the business district and created gutters lined with cobblestones. Both north 
and south of the business district, Main Street remained dirt until the early 20th century. 
 
Main Street was tarred sometime in the early 1920s, but the gutters remained cobblestone 
for some time thereafter. The section of North Main above I-393, which is both a 
National Register and locally designated historic district, still retains its cobblestone 
gutters.  
 
In 1881 the newly chartered Concord Horse Railway laid a single 3’ track down the 
middle of Main Street between West and Bouton streets, continuing up State Street 
toward West Concord. The line was soon extended to the south twice and, in 1902-03, 
improved with heavier, standard-gauge (4’8-½”) track. The tracks were removed after 
streetcar service was discontinued in 1933. 
 
The 1953 reconstruction widened South Main Street 4-5’, primarily along the west side. 
At the intersection with Water Street (Kelly Square), a rotary was constructed.  
 
 

 
 

1. Note the granite pavers on the 
roadbed, cobblestones in the wide 
gutter and single streetcar track in 
this Columbus Day 1893 
photograph of North Main Street.	  
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2. North Main Street at the juncture with Pleasant, looking north and showing the single streetcar track 

running down the middle. The iron fountain at left was probably removed when the Pleasant Street/West 
End loop was started. Photographed 1889 or early 1890. Concord Public Library 

 

 
3. Reconstruction of Main Street,  

1953-54. The project took fourteen 
months to complete.  

Annual Report of 1954  
4. Aerial view of South Main Street looking north, showing 

the newly constructed rotary at Kelly Square.  
Annual Report of 1954 
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Auto Parking 
Automobiles, like horses and wagons, have always used the street edges for parking 
purposes. Angled parking has been favored since automobiles first traveled along Main 
Street. During the 1920s, back-in angled parking on Main Street occurred throughout 
downtown. Though discussed, neither a parking lot nor a drive-in window has ever been 
placed directly fronting on Main Street within the downtown core, instead relegated to 
side streets. One of the primary purposes of the 1953-54 project was to provide additional 
angled parking spaces. 
 

 
5. Members of the Printing 

House Craftsmen Club pose 
with their parked autos in 

front of the State House 
Plaza in July 1924. Back-in 
angled parking was popular 

during the 1920s. 
 
 
 

. 
 
6. (left) Back-in parking occurred along 
much of Main Street during the 1920s. This 
view shows autos parked in front of 15-23 
South Main Street (now Capitol Commons 
site).  
 
 

 
7. (right) The city installed its first parking meters  

in late 1947. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Angled parking at metered spots 
along the west side of North Main 
Street, 1956. 
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Sidewalks, Curbs & Steps 
Downtown sidewalks on Main Street were not formally set aside until the 1840s. Prior to 
then people generally shared the streets with horses and wagons. Views from the 1850s 
show downtown sidewalks covered with canopies. After Concord became a city in 1853, 
Main Street’s sidewalks were mandated to be 8’ wide.Some of these sidewalks were 
covered with wooden planks. In 1867 the city surfaced 2,000’ of downtown Main Street 
sidewalks with concrete and edged them with granite curbing. By the late 19th century, 
downtown sidewalks were covered with concrete. 
 
As part of the 1953-54 reconstruction project, sidewalks were rebuilt in places and 
retained in others, such as throughout most of the business core. Along the west side of 
South Main Street, they were shifted to the east and constructed within the former sloping 
street lawn. A double curb, the lower of granite and the upper of concrete, was introduced 
along much of Main between Warren and Thorndike streets. (See photo #17) 
 
In 1983, ramped, bump-out nodes paved with Z-block pavers and furnished with benches, 
cobblestone planters and litter receptacles were introduced between Freight and Warren 
streets. Three years later, the project continued to Park Street. In addition, sidewalks were 
resurfaced with concrete and edged with Z-, V- and W-block pavers. 

 
9. One of the earliest photographs of 
downtown, taken ca. 1860, shows 
what appears to be a wooden 
sidewalk in front of the police 
station, and a dirt sidewalk to the 
right of the entrance to Downing’s 
carriage manufacturers. The 
crosswalk consists of stone slabs set 
end to end.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. This image of Main Street was 

made in 1857. The sidewalk on 
the left (east side of Main Street) 
looks like wooden planks, while 

that on the west side appears more 
finished. Whether the rendering 

represents actual conditions or 
artistic license is unknown. 



	  	  	  Main Street, Concord: A History of its Evolution & Infrastructure, 1726-2010    	  25 

11. North and south of downtown, 
sidewalks remained unimproved for far 
longer. This ca. 1835 painting of Lewis 
Downing’s house below Thorndike Street 
shows a footpath along the wooden fence, 
well separated from the roadbed. 
Sidewalks remained as such well into the 
late 19th century.  
New Hampshire Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
12. By the mid-1870s, when this rendering of the Abbot-Downing Company’s plant located just south of 
Lewis Downing’s house was made, there was a formal sidewalk in place, though probably not as wide as 

that shown. A photograph across the street taken ca. 1890 depicts a sidewalk much like that in place today. 
 New Hampshire Historical Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 
13. The sidewalk along the 
west side of South Main 
was elevated, necessitating 
the need for a short flight of 
steps to reach the street. In 
this ca. 1930 view, Fayette 
Street is at the far right.  
New Hampshire Historical 
Society 
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Walls & Fences 
Historically, the entire west side of South Main Street was lined with stylish houses and 
landscaped front yards; most were built during the late 1850s-80s. At the sidewalk edge, 
homeowners erected smooth, granite retaining walls (called lawn curbs) with posts at 
openings and often surmounted by a cast-iron fence. The 1953-54 reconstruction project 
carefully preserved these built landscape features, while providing new sidewalks and 
introducing a granite-block retaining wall at the new sidewalk. 
 
North Main Street above Centre Street was also characterized by lawn curbs and iron 
fences, but with the exception of those within the historic district, they have been lost to 
20th century development. A short section of a granite-block retaining wall below 
Franklin Street probably dates from the 1953 project. 

 
 
14. A sidewalk edged with a 
granite lawn curb installed by 
residents characterized the 
west side of South Main Street 
until the mid-20th century. 
This view shows the block 
north of Thorndike Street ca. 
1910s. Note that the sidewalk 
is substantially elevated above 
the street and separated by a 
grassy slope.  
New Hampshire Historical 
Society 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15. This 1937 view, looking 

south from Fayette Street, 
again shows the original 

sidewalk configuration along 
the west side of South Main 
Street. Note the extra set of 

steps in the grass slope 
between the sidewalk and 

street. The granite block 
retaining wall at the street 

corner may well have served 
as the prototype for the wall 

that was constructed along 
much of this side of the street 
in 1953-54.  New Hampshire 

Historical Society 
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16. 52 (no longer standing) & 50 South Main, showing the west side of South Main Street following the 
1953-54 reconstruction project. The former sidewalk is now a grass slope broken by new concrete steps 

that access the new and lower sidewalk with its granite-block retaining wall. Even though the house on the 
left burned in 1981, its iron fence remains, one of the few surviving anywhere in Concord.  

Concord Public Library 
 

 
17. Another view following the 1953-54 reconstruction project, showing the newly configured sidewalk in 

front of the Benjamin Kimball House at 44 South Main. Photographed post-1964.  
New Hampshire Historical Society 
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Crosswalks 
Some sort of accommodation for people to cross Main Street was in place by ca. 1860, as 
seen above in photo #9. That photo clearly shows blocks of stone set end to end, though 
other photographs of the period suggest more informal crossings. By the late 1880s, 
crosswalks were wider and consisted of granite or concrete slabs, either placed two or 
three across to form a wide band or to mark the outer edges of the crossing. Painted 
crosswalks appeared sometime in the mid-20th century. In the early 1950s the city used 
wide, painted white lines to outline the crosswalk. In 1962 a new, striped design was 
introduced at the Pleasant Street intersection. 
 
18. One of the earliest views of North Main Street, 
taken prior to 1874, this photograph shows several 

pathways for pedestrians to cross the street. It is 
unclear with what, if anything, they were surfaced. 

New Hampshire Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19. The intersection of North Main and 
School streets, photographed ca. 1880, 
had a crosswalk that ramped down from 
the sidewalk. Note the granite curbing 
along the sidewalks. 
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20. This 1892 view shows a variety of street treatments in front of the Central Block at 23-35 North Main 
Street: granite pavers on the street, crosswalk edged with stone slabs, streetcar track, concrete sidewalk 

edged with granite curbing and iron bollard to anchor a horse. 
 
 

 
21. The crosswalk at Pleasant Street in the late 1890s 

consisted of three rows of granite slabs. 

 
22. Outside the downtown area, crosswalks were 

more rudimentary as evidenced by this one at 
Montgomery Street in 1890.  

New Hampshire Historical Society 
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23. North Main Street, 
shortly after the 
completion of the 1953 
reconstruction project. 
Note that crosswalks are 
outlined in paint.  
New Hampshire 
Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

24. In 1962 the city installed this new 
crosswalk at the Pleasant/Main streets 

intersection. It was the first instance of using 
painted stripes, as well as an “X” to offer 

diagonal crossings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25. 1960s view of North Main 
at the State House showing 
striped crosswalks. 
New Hampshire Historical 
Society	  
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Street Lights & Poles 
Street lights were first introduced to Main Street in 1854 when the gas company installed 
twelve lights on Main and State streets. In 1886 they were either replaced or 
supplemented with electric streetlights. Fifteen arc lights were installed by the electric 
company that year; within three years there were forty-seven such lights downtown. It 
was not until the 1920s that a single fixture became standard along most of Main Street. 
The acorn-shape lamp hung at about twelve feet off the ground, was housed in a delicate 
metal frame, and was affixed to a pole with a decorative bracket that extended at a right 
angle toward the street. These lights were replaced in 1953 by the existing high-mounted 
lights on concrete poles. 
 

 
26. The street light shown here on the corner of North Main  
and School ca. 1880 is a gas fixture, but not necessarily 
the same as those installed in the 1850s.  
New Hampshire Historical Society (detail of photo #19) 
 

27.  Toward the end of the 19th century, the gas street lights 
incorporated the name of a street or business in them.  

Concord Public Library (detail of 1889 photo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28. The gas street lights were not evenly spaced 
along Main Street. In the 1890s two of these lights 
stood close together in front of the Phenix Hotel at 
44-52 North Main Street, while other sections of the 
street remained unlit. 
New Hampshire Historical Society (detail) 
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29. The city’s first electric lights appear at regular 
intervals along the right (east side of Main Street) in 
this late 1889/early 1890 view. They are mounted on 

poles with straight, plain brackets attached at right 
angles and hanging over the street. Each light has a 
conical, metal shade. Note the numerous poles and 
wires on the west side of the street, to be increased 

further in two years when the streetcar was 
electrified. Gas lights remained in use for a while; 

that shown in the foreground incorporated the name 
“Elm House” (see arrow) for the hotel located at the 

northeast corner of Pleasant Street and about to be 
removed to widen Pleasant Street Extension.  

Concord Public Library (detail) 
 

 
 

30. (above) Photographed in 1915, this downtown 
street light was another iteration of electric lights. 
Another style was affixed to a pole with an  
ornamental bracket. 

 
 
 

31. In the 1920s the city introduced an electric street 
light that was used along most of Main Street and 

remained in use until 1953. It is shown here in front of 
67 South Main in 1946. 

 (also shown in photo #13) 
New Hampshire Historical Society 

 
 
 
 
32. The existing street lights, shown here in 1966, have 
graced Main Street since 1953.  
New Hampshire Historical Society (detail) 
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Trees & Landscaping 
Late 19th century photographs indicate North Main Street lacked trees between Pleasant 
and Bridge streets, though contemporary accounts suggest trees did once grace the street. 
North of that point, as well as all along South Main Street, street trees were prevalent 
well into the mid-20th century. Only the northernmost section of North Main retains 
mature street trees today. 

 
33.  Looking north up North Main Street 
from Pleasant Street in 1889 or early 
1890. Note the utter lack of street trees 
until north of Centre Street. 
Concord Public Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
34. (below) North of Bridge Street, North 

Main Street was well shaded, as 
evidenced in this ca. 1900 photograph.  

New Hampshire Historical Society 
 

 
 
 
 
 
35. North Main Street above Bouton 
is the only section of Main Street 
today that retains heavy tree cover, 
looking much as it did in this ca. 
1885 view. (It also has its 
cobblestone gutter. The brick 
sidewalk is mid-20th century.)  
New Hampshire Historical Society 
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Street Art & Signage 
The earliest art to be located on Main Street related to private advertising. At least two 
pharmacies displayed an oversized mortar and pestle outside their businesses. Jewelry 
stores displayed timepieces. One such shop installed a Howard street clock outside its 
store at 35 N. Main Street ca. 1890. The clock stood until ca. 2006 when it was removed 
and relocated elsewhere in the city. During the mid-20th century, street art was present in 
the form of projecting store signs. The first public installation of art on Main Street was 
the sculptural iron tree installed at the entrance to Eagle Square in 1983. A private-public 
venture in nearly the same location followed in 1998 when the 1872 Howard clock that 
once adorned the Board of Trade building’s corner tower returned to Main Street to be 
housed in a new brick and glass enclosure. A bell given to the city in 1873 is also housed 
there. 

Mortar and pestles, shown in both of these views, were common 
examples of street advertising.  
36. (left) East side of North Main Street just above Pleasant, 
photographed 1889. Concord Public Library   37. (below) West side 
of North Main Street just above Pleasant, photographed ca. 1898. 
New Hampshire Historical Society  
 

 
 

 
38.(left) Oversized time pieces stationed on the sidewalk by a jewelry 
shop drew in passersby. Photographed 1889 or early 1890.  
Concord Public Library (detail) 
 
 
 

 
39. By the 1950s, 
projecting signs had 
replaced advertising 
iconography. This 
view of the Central 
Block at 23-35 
North Main Street 
was taken shortly 
before Main Street 
was reconstructed in 
1953. 
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State House Plaza 
As soon as the State House was completed in 1819, its front yard fronting onto Main 

Street was dressed up with a wooden fence. 
 
 
40. This 1852 view of the State House shows its 
earliest landscaping treatment: a wooden fence 
enclosing at least its Main Street frontage  
Concord Public Library 
 
 
41. (below) A slightly later view shows a different 
fence design, as well as a wide sidewalk edged with 
granite posts closer to the street. Since both of these 
views are drawings, rather than photographs, artistic 
license needs to be accounted for.  
New Hampshire Historical Society 
 

 
 

 
 

42. After Capitol Street was constructed and the 
State House enlarged in the mid-1860s, the 

grounds were improved with diagonal walkways, 
an iron fence atop a low, granite retaining wall 

and regularly spaced trees.  
New Hampshire Historical Society 

 
 

43. A new granite retaining wall was installed in 1915, 
shown here a few years later.  Note the broad expanse 
of concrete sidewalk in front of the arched gate into 
the grounds. The small kiosk belonged to the U.S. 

Weather Service.  
New Hampshire Historical Society 
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Timeline of Main Street’s Evolution & Infrastructure  
 
 
Year Activity Notes 
1726 Main Street laid out Street laid out with ten-rod width 

and 1½A house lots in 
preparation for first settlers  

1726-27 First building erected on Main Street Log block house at corner Main & 
Chapel 

1785 Main Street surveyed & made consistent six-
rod width 

 

1790 New Town House built Start of shift in business activity 
from north end to area of State 
House 

1790 Main Street part of postal route  
1795 Two bridges, one at each end of Main Street, 

opened 
 

early 1800s Laws prohibit swine & sheep running loose  
1803 First NH Turnpike terminates in vicinity of 

Main Street 
Two terminal points: near today’s 

Commercial & Manchester 
streets 

1806 Londonderry Turnpike terminates at South 
Main Street 

Terminal point at West Street 

1808 Concord designated state capital 
 

 

1808 First downtown brick building erected   
1816-19 State House constructed 

Front of building enclosed with wooden fence 
 

1823 Concord designated shire town for Merrimack 
County 

Town House enlarged to serve both 
town and county 

1834 Main Street officially named as such Action is part of naming all of the 
downtown streets (below West 
Street, remains the 
“Londonderry Turnpike”)  

1842 Railroad arrives in Concord Catalyst for extreme and 
unprecedented growth 

1851 Fire destroys a number of downtown 
buildings 

Results in rebuilding in brick, rather 
than wood 

1853 Concord incorporated as a city Impetus for series of infrastructure 
improvements 

1853 Ordinance mandating 8’ sidewalks on Main 
Street passes 

Main Street’s sidewalks wider than 
those elsewhere in city 

1853 Main Street first sprinkled Sprinkling occurred between Bridge 
& Pleasant streets 

1854 First gas street lights installed on Main Street City contracted with Concord Gas 
Light Co. to erect about 12 
lights on Main & State streets 
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1855-56 Concord and Merrimack County 
cooperatively replace town house with a 
City Hall/County Court House on N Main 
Street 

Still serves as the county seat 

1861 Fire destroys a number of downtown 
buildings 

More rebuilding in brick 

1864 Capitol Street laid out Street created to fully set off State 
House grounds 

1864 State House grounds improved with iron fence Undertaken in conjunction with 
extensive alterations & 
expansion of State House 

1867 Concrete first used for sidewalks and 
crosswalks 

 

1868 Beginning of macadamizing downtown streets 
and using curbing 

 

1878 Granite paving stones and cobblestones for 
gutters) laid on Main Street 

 

ca. 1880 Two small mail boxes installed on Main 
Street 

Located on corner of School Street 
& across from Depot Street 

1881 Concord Horse Railroad runs first car Tracks are laid along Main Street 
from West to Bouton streets  

1881 Main Street split into North Main and South 
Main streets at Pleasant 

Same occurs to State & Spring 
streets 

1882 Street railroad tracks extended to intersection 
of S Main & S State streets 

 

1886 First electric lights installed Electric Light Co. erected 15 arc 
lights for the city 

by 1883, Dec Horse railroad tracks paved along at least part 
of Main Street 

 

1884 Horse railroad tracks extended to Allison 
Street 

To provide access to new Margaret 
Pillsbury Hospital  

1889 47 electric lights (not all on Main Street) Streets lit until midnight 
1885 First steam-powered street car  
1890 Pleasant Street Extension (formerly Railroad 

Street) widened 45’ to the north 
 

Aggrandized entry to Railroad 
Square and improved alignment 
of two sections of Pleasant 
Street  

1890 Poles for electric power for trolley erected Electric cars running regularly by 
late November 

1891 Concord Horse Railroad renamed Concord 
Street Railway to reflect electrification of 
cars 

 

1891 Streetcar tracks go up Pleasant Street from 
Main Street 

New West End loop 

1892 Street sprinkling precinct created Included entire compact area 
1892 Granite memorial arch dedicated at State 

House grounds 
 

by late 1890s Main and nearby streets lit with 35 electric 
lights 
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1902 One mile of dual-gauge track laid on South 
Main Street south of Pleasant Street  

Connected to Manchester, Nashua 
and beyond 

1909 Main Street designated one of state’s three 
trunk lines 

As part of the Daniel Webster 
Highway 

1915 State House grounds improved with granite 
retaining wall 

Wall encircled entire block 

1933 Concord Street Railway ceases to function Replaced by bus travel & autos 
by 1945 Painted crosswalks  
1947, Oct Parking meters installed By end of 1948, 526 dual meters 

downtown 
1953 Concord Electric Co. installs new streetlights 

(existing lights) 
 

1953 Veterans memorial dedicated Located on corner of Park and N 
Main streets 

1953 First downtown parking lot created Located on North State Street 
1953-54 Major reconstruction of Main Street from 

Water to Bouton streets 
Roadbed & many sidewalks rebuilt 
S Main widened for additional 

angled parking spots 
S Main sidewalk relocated (west 

side only) & granite-faced 
concrete retaining wall built 

Double curb introduced 
Rotary constructed at the juncture 

of S Main and Water streets 
1953 New mercury street lights erected on concrete 

poles 
Installed by Concord Electric Co. 

1955 Interstate 93 reaches Concord Terminates at Manchester Street; 
soon extended to Bridge Street 

1958 First instance of changing grade on west side 
of S Main for a building 

New NH Department of 
Employment Security building 
for an at-grade entrance 

1962 Storrs Street opens Nicknamed “baby bypass,” initially 
ran south to Pleasant Street; 
extended to Chandler Street by 
1966 and to Perley Street post-
1971  

1967 Concord Historic District designated a local 
historic district 

Includes uppermost section of N 
Main Street 

1970 Centre Street realigned to meet a widened 
Bridge Street 

Part of Concord’s Urban Renewal 
project 

1970 First mast-arm traffic signals installed At	  Centre-‐N	  Main-‐Bridge	  
Street	  intersection	  

1971 S Main and Perley streets signalized 	  
1975 Concord Historic District listed on National 

Register 
Includes uppermost section of N 

Main Street 
1982 Mast-arm traffic signals at Main and Pleasant 

streets 
	  

1983 Downtown Revitalization Program (first 
phase) initiated 

 Sidewalk bump-out nodes 
constructed 
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1983 Sculpted iron tree installed at Eagle Square 
entrance 

Part of Eagle Square redevelopment 
project 

1983 Civic District listed on National Register Includes present and former city, 
state & federal buildings, as 
well as NH Historical Society 

1984 Streetscape opening created between Warren 
& School streets (west side of N Main) 

Created to access new Durgin 
Parking Garage  

1986 Downtown Revitalization Program (second 
phase) undertaken 

Sidewalks reconstructed in concrete 
with red block-paver edges 

Additional bump-out nodes 
2000 Downtown Concord listed on National 

Register 
Includes Main Street from Bridge 

Street to Hills Avenue 
ca. 2005 Chandler Street renamed Theater Street  
ca. 2006 Street clock in front of 25 N Main removed 

from Main Street 
Purchased by private party for 

interior reinstallation elsewhere 
in Concord 

2007 Freight Street discontinued Displaced by Capitol Commons 
project 
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Map of Main Street, 2012 
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